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mediately reek steps to rally all forces to give them battle. With this object
in view lie drafted "The Protest of Russian Social-Democrats5* and submitted
it for discussion to a conference of SocM-Democratic exiles in the Minusinsk
Okrug convened on Ms initiative. The conference adopted this protest. In
it Lenin denounced the "Economists" for their desertion of Marxism^ for
denying that the working class must have its own independent political party5
for attempting to convert the working class into a political appendage
of the bourgeoisie. "We are convinced," he wrote, "that every attempt to
transplant opportunist views to Russia will encounter an equally stern
resistance on the part of the great majority of the Russian Social Demo-
crats,"*

The "Protest" called upon the Social-Democrats to concentrate all their
efforts on the of organizing the Party. It was distributed among the
Maoist organizations all over Russia^ and among the colonies of Marxist
political exiles* 1: played an important part in the struggle against the
^'Economists/* and it served to unite the revolutionary Social-Democrats.
It "played an outstanding part in the development of Marxist ideas and of the
Marxist party in Russia/***

The Russian "Economists" advocated the same views as the opponents
of Marxism in the Social-Democratic parties in other countries^ i.e*> the
views of so-called Bernsteinism. Hence,, in combating the "Economists"
Lenin was also combating International opportunism.

As the term of Ms exile drew to a closej Lenin concentrated Ms attention

more and more on his, future revolutionary activities.   He drew up a plan

for the formation of a revolutionary proletarian party which he outlined in

splendid articles: "Our Programme/* "Our Immediate Task," and

"An Urgent Problem."   These articles were intended for publication in

Gazetas which the First Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. had pro-

as the central organ of the Party.   In them he urged that the most

iiBpoxtaxLt task of the revolutionary Sodal-Democrats was ruthlessly to

combat the so-called "critics" of Marxism and preserve the purity of the

levolutlonary theory.   At the same time^ however, he strongly urged that it

was necessary to develop the theory of Marxism still further in the light

of the practical experience of the worMng-dass movement*   In the article

"Our Programme/" he wrote :

*sWe do not by any means regard the theory of Marx as something fixed
and inviolable. On the contrary^ we are convinced that it laid only the
cornerstone of the science which Socialists must carry further in all directions
if they want to keep pace with life. We think that the Russian Socialists
partioilarly should develop the theory of Marx independently"***

To enable the Russian working class to fulfil its historical mission it was
necessary^ said Lenin3 to abandon amateurish methods and build up a
revolutionary proletarian party. But at the same time he emphasized that
the Russian Marxists must not mechanically take the West European workers*
parties as their modela that they must criticaly analyse the experience of the
intermtional and Russian working-class movements and pursue their
own independent line in building up their party. In his article "Our
Immediate Task/* he wrote:

"The Mstory of Socialism and democracy in Western Europe, the history
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